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Passionate about progressing the climate of teaching and learning in higher education, Humber College is committed 
to enhancing the student experience through the Classroom Redesign Initiative. This re-imagining process is dedicated 
to student success and the goal of utilizing learning spaces to develop learning experiences that are engaging, 
enduring, and transformative.

A Classroom Redesign Committee has been assembled to map, plan and structure the project, and to ensure that the 
process and outcome will be fully integrated. Working together across the institution, the committee will act as a delivery 
vehicle to: re-negotiate and propagate the approaches in learning and collaboration, expand the breadth of flexible 
learning to allow for intellectual exploration through creative spaces, and inspire a culture of reciprocity where students  
and faculty learn with each other, as well as from one another.

Firmly embedded in this multi-phase initiative is a multi-year project aimed at remodeling classroom standards that 
better reflect the current atmosphere of teaching and learning philosophies, behaviours and practices. These standards 
will address the need for spaces that support autonomy in learning, and encourage hands-on, practical,  
and experiential learning.
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EXPERIENTIAL
LEARNING
MODEL 1

EXPERIENCE
the activity;

perform,
do it

“We learn to do 
by doing.”

2
SHARE

the results, reactions,
and observations

publicly

Describe the 
experience.

3
PROCESS

by discussing, looking at
the experience;
analyze, re�ect

Review strategies & 
techniques on how the 
learning process works.

4
GENERALIZE

to connect the
experience to 

real-world examples

Connect the learning.

5
APPLY

what was learned to
a similar or different
situation; practice

Use skills in other 
applications.

Do

Re�ectApply
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Creating collaborative and active learning spaces will be a primary factor in stimulating learning and supporting student 
achievements. Guiding these principles and informing the decision making process for the project will be an amalgamation 
of data collected from the NSSE (National Survey of Student Engagement) and CCSSE (Community College Survey of 
Student Engagement), combined with current research literature. The Committee has completed a rigorous external review 
of best practices in learning spaces, as well as a thorough assessment of the current landscape of the classroom design 
across other institutions.

Moving from a one-size-fits-all solution, classroom spaces need to facilitate deep learning and be responsive to students’ 
needs. The ability to learn is cultivated from both inside and outside of the classroom. Learning spaces must reflect a 
‘universal design’ model that supports andragogical (Adult Learning Principles) teaching and learning methods that 
incorporate maker spaces, flexible learning, and support the use of educational technology.

With a focus on enlivening the spirit of educational empowerment and maintaining a connection with community, the 
classroom redesign project will promote three essential design principles: focus on flexible learning, on service and on the 
learning experience. These fundamental principles were developed by the Humber community through a series of visioning 
and engagement consultations that included: roundtable sessions, focus groups (comprised of staff, faculty, students and 
administration) and online surveys. These principles will strengthen the design process during classroom renovations.

The initial phase of the classroom redesign initiative will focus on renovating two classrooms. Informing the redesign of 
K148 will be a strong focus on research, centered on student and faculty experiences. The redesign for the faculty training 
space, D236, will echo a diverse space built for discovery of new strategies for teaching and learning. This initial phase will 
inform and guide the design of future learning spaces and the redesign of the existing Humber classrooms.

Explore the project in depth, view our progress through images and find out more information about the Humber Classroom 
Redesign Initiative at: www.humber.ca/classroomredesign

Glossary of key terms and definitions can be found at: www.humber.ca/classroomredesign/content/glossary
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