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WRITING 
RESOURCE 

 

APA 7th Edition: Reference List Examples 
This summary uses the “Reference List” sections of the online OWL Purdue APA 
Formatting and Style Guide (7th Edition).  For more details and examples of 
referencing specific sources not listed in this short summary, please refer to OWL 
Purdue or the 7th edition of the APA Publication Manual. 
 

General Notes 
 

The reference list starts on its own page at the end of your document. 
The title “References” is bolded and centered at the top of the page. 
The list is left-justified, double-spaced, alphabetized by the authors’ last names, 
and uses a hanging indent. 
The four critical components for reference list citations are author, date, title, and 
publication information. See examples below. 
When there is no author listed, use the title in place of the author, and use the title 
to alphabetize the entry in the list. 

 The details included within each reference item are dependent on the type of 
source used.  This document includes examples of a small subset of commonly used 
source types.  Please refer to the “Reference List” sections of the online OWL Purdue 
APA Formatting and Style Guide. 

 

Print Sources 
 
Article in a Journal: List the last name and first initial of author(s), the year in which the 
work was published, the title of the article, the title of the journal, and the volume, issue, and 
page numbers. If there is a DOI, include it after the page numbers.  If there is no DOI and 
you have used the online version of the journal, include the URL of the website you are 
using.  Note that the title of the journal and the volume are italicized. 
 

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C., (year of publication). Title of article. Title of 
journal, volume number(issue number), pages. DOI or URL. 

 
Books: List the author’s name, the year of publication, the title of the book or report, the 
name of the publisher, and the DOI (if available) 
 

Author, A. A., (year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Publisher name. 
DOI (if available). 

 

Article or Chapter in an Edited Book: List the author(s), the year of publication, the 
title of the chapter, the editors, the title of the book, the pages in the chapter, the 
publisher, and the DOI, if available. 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In E. E. Editor & F. F. 
Editor (Eds.), Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle (pp. pages of chapter). 
Publisher. DOI (if available) 
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Work Discussed in a Secondary Source: Provide the source (i.e.: this is the secondary 
source) in which the original work was referenced in the Reference list.  Give a citation for the 
secondary source in your text, and credit the original work. For example, if LeClair and 
McMillan’s work is cited in Lapierre, list the Lapierre reference in the References. In the text, 
use the following citation:  
 
 LeClair and McMillan’s concept of the assemblage (as cited in Lapierre, 2017)…. 
 

Electronic Sources 
 
Webpage or Piece of Online Content: If the page names an individual author, cite 
their name first: 
 
Author, A. A. (Year, Month Date). Title of page. Site name. URL 
 
If the resource was written by a group or organization, use the name of the 
group/organization as the author. Additionally, if the author and site name are the same, 
omit the site name from the citation: 
 

Group name (Year, Month Date). Title of page. Site name. URL 
 

If the page's author is not listed, start with the title instead. Additionally, include a retrieval date 
when the page's content is likely to change over time (like, for instance, if you're citing a wiki 
that is publicly edited): 

 

Title of page. (Year, Month Date). Site name. Retrieved Month Date, Year, from URL 

 

If the date of publication is not listed, use the abbreviation (n.d.): 

 

Author or Group name. (n.d.). Title of page. Site name (if applicable). URL 

 
Article from an Online Periodical with DOI Assigned: APA recommends providing 
a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), which is a permanent ID for online documents, as 
opposed to the URL, because online materials can potentially change URLs.  
 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue 

number), page numbers. DOI 

 

Article from an Online Periodical with no DOI assigned: If an online scholarly 
journal article has no DOI and is published on a website, include the URL and the date 
retrieved as the URL is likely to change over time. 
 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue 

number), page numbers. Retrieved January 7, 2023 from URL. 

 

Email: Emails are not included in the Reference list, though you parenthetically cite them in 
your main text: 

 

(F. Robbins, personal communication, August 10, 2007). 


