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As Miranda Roach neared the end

of a three year journalism program
at Durham College she decided to
pursue a university degree in com
munications Thanks to a bridge
program she ultimately graduated
with both credentials within just five
years

If I didn t have the bridge option
and was told I had to start over I
know I wouldn t have gone to uni
versity because I wasn t willing to do
seven years of school says Roach

Shortly after graduating from the
University of Ontario Institute of
Technology which shares a campus
with Durham College in Oshawa
last year she landed a job as a project
co ordinator I think having both
college and university is working to
my advantage
Durham College offers 450

agreements with universities in On
tario across the country and around
the world that allow qualified gradu
ates to enter numerous undergradu
ate degree programs with advanced

standing and complete their degree
requirements in as little as two years

The real strength of the path
way conversation is that students
now can go in multiple directions
says Durham College president Don
Lovisa It s easier for them to go
from college to college university
to university college to university or
university to college

Earlier this year the provincial
government launched a course to
course database on ONTransfer ca
a service provided by the Ontario
Council on Articulation and Trans

fer to connect current and prospec
tive students to transfer opportuni
ties According to the ministry of
training colleges and univer
sities

About 21 500 stu
dents transfer within

tions each year
The top

five transfer

programs
are business
health social
science

general arts

dent majoring in business wanting to
transfer to another institution could

save an average of 11 000 in tuition
Humber College in Toronto is a

leader in providing learning path
ways for its students Some may
come into a two year diploma and
don t think they re strong enough or
aren t prepared to take on the chal
lenge of a degree says Alvina Cas
siani dean of the business school

If they re successful in their
diploma they can get advanced
standing in one of our degree pro

grams and are even eligible for
a scholarship

Some may com
plete a diploma get
some industry
related work

experience for

to earn some

then return

degree Cassiani says
Humber s bachelor of commerce

programs were developed with such
pathways in mind A common plat
form provides students with a foun
dation in core business elements

like marketing human resources
finance and economics That allows

them to fast track their way into
one of numerous business degree
programs including fashion man
agement e business marketing and
international business

Graduates of Humber s police
foundations diploma program
meanwhile are eligible for admis
sion to its four year bachelor of ap
plied arts criminal justice degree
program

They can also a apply for ad
vanced standing in the college s pro
tection security and investigation
program and its protection security
and investigation crime scene inves
tigation diploma program

Qualified police foundations
grads may also be eligible to apply
their academic credit towards fur

ther study at many post secondary
institutions
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