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DOLY
BEGUM

Elected in 2018,  Doly  Begum is
the MPP for  Scarborough
Southwest  and the f i rst
Canadian of  Bangladeshi  or igin
to hold elected off ice in
Canada.  At  Queen's  Park,  Doly
is  the Off ic ia l  Opposit ion Cr it ic
for  Cit izenship,  Foreign
Credentials ,  and Immigrat ion
Services and has been t i re lessly
advocating for  equity  in
Scarborough as a  hotspot for
COVID-19 .  Pr ior  to this ,  she was
the chief  coordinator  of  the
province-wide Keep Hydro
Publ ic  campaign that
successful ly  stopped the
privat izat ion of  Toronto Hydro
and Wasaga Distr ibution and
the former Co-Chair  of  the
Scarborough Health Coal i t ion
and Vice-Chair  of  Warden
Woods Community Centre .

DR. NAHEED
DOSANI

As a pal l iat ive care physic ian
and health just ice act iv ist ,  Dr .
Naheed Dosani  is  dedicated to
advancing equitable access to
health care for  people
experiencing homelessness
and marginal izat ion.  These
efforts  include founding
Pal l iat ive Education and Care
for  the Homeless (PEACH) and
serving as Medical  Director  for
a regional  COVID-19
Isolat ion/Housing Program in
the Toronto area.  Dr .  Dosani
shares his  passion for  health
equity  through education and
advocacy efforts  that  include
media ,  publ ic  speaking,  social
media and faculty
appointments at  the Univers ity
of  Toronto and McMaster
Univers ity .

DR. SAMIR
SINHA

Dr.  Samir  S inha,  Director  of
Geriatr ics  at  S inai  Health and
UHN,  became a go-to expert
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
advocating for  needs of  o lder
persons and those l iv ing in long-
term care (LTC)  homes.  As the
Director  of  Health Pol icy
Research at  the National
Inst itute on Ageing at  Ryerson,
he has led research on ageing
and how to better  support  older
Canadians throughout this
pandemic.  Media outlets
regular ly  cal l  h im to speak about
the pandemic and he uses social
media to advocate for  o lder
Canadians in pol icy-making.  As a
person who advises hospitals
and health authorit ies  in  Canada
on innovative models  of
ger iatr ic  care ,  he is  now
support ing the development of
new National  Long-Term Care
Standards for  Canada.
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S e r v i n g  S o u t h  A s i a n s  ( C A S S A )
 

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  p a r t  o f  C A S S A ' s
o n g o i n g  w o r k  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  S o u t h
A s i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s '  v o i c e  a n d  a c t i o n
t o w a r d s  C a n a d i a n  a n d  g l o b a l  j u s t i c e

b y  c r e a t i n g  s p a c e s  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,
l e a r n i n g / u n l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  b r i d g i n g

g a p s  w i t h i n  a n d  b e t w e e n
c o m m u n i t i e s .  
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FAIRUZ
KARIM

Fairuz Kar im is  a  student
advocate who has been
ampli fy ing the voices of  youth
and those that  have been
histor ical ly  excluded in
mainstream discourse.
Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic she has worked on
creat ing Project  Youth Voices -
a  platform to help youth,  just
l ike hersel f ,  cope through the
stresses of  the pandemic
through creat ive expression.
Fairuz has been involved in
designing HamOntWashroom, a
social  media advocacy campaign
creat ing dialogue about the
inequit ies  in  publ ic  washroom
access .  Fairuz has act ively
brought l ight  to how this  is  a
pressing issue that  must  be
addressed to bui ld sustainable ,
inclusive ,  and healthy
communit ies

SUKHMEET SINGH
SACHAL

Sukhmeet Singh Sachal  is  a
medical  student and publ ic
health professional  with a  v is ion
to br idge the gaps in healthcare.
In June 2020,  Sukhmeet founded
the Sikh Health Foundation to
provide cultural ly-effect ive
publ ic  health interventions to
South Asians at  Gurdwaras in
Surrey ,  BC.  With over  150 youth
volunteers ,  h is  team helped
develop masks that  can t ie
around turbans,  and helped
educate over  10 ,000 indiv iduals
about COVID-19 in Punjabi  and
Hindi .  S ince then,  the project
has expanded across Canada and
international ly .  For  these efforts ,
Sukhmeet was recognized by the
Commonwealth as  one of  ten
COVID-19 Youth Heroes from
around the world .

DR. SUPRIYA
SHARMA

As the Chief  Medical  Advisor ,
Dr .  Supriya Sharma provides
medical  and scienti f ic  advice
on many aspects  of  Health
Canada’s  COVID-19 response
and is  the Department ’s
representat ive on the Special
Advisory Committee with the
Publ ic  Health Agency of
Canada and Chief  Medical
Off icers  f rom across the
country .  She’s  one of  the key
spokespersons in the
government’s  ef forts  to
inspire publ ic  trust  in
immunizat ion efforts  and has
been tasked with
demysti fy ing the regulatory
processes for  the approval
and monitor ing of  vaccines .


