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Dear Colleague/Student:

My name is Rossie Kadiyska and I am a student in the PhD program in the Department of Leadership, Higher and Adult Education at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), University of Toronto.  I am conducting my study titled “Exploring the Implementation of Education for Sustainability as Perceived by Participants at one Ontario College/ITAL in partial fulfillment for my PhD degree. Dr. Katharine Janzen is my Thesis Supervisor for this thesis research. I am requesting that you participate in my study as outlined below.
Purpose of the Research: Climate change and planetary ecosystem deterioration are increasing at an alarming rate (IPCC, 2023). According to Orr (2004) current initiatives and policies are not slowing down this downside deterioration which means that educational institutions play a part of these joint responsibilities. The purpose of this study is to explore and describe the state of the implementation of sustainable education - what works and what does not, and why or why not, at the study site. The study will explore the perceptions of directly involved key informants (faculty, administration and students) as their roles relate to the focus of this research. My goal is to enhance our understanding of the problem and foster empowerment, help and alignment of policies and practices with results that matter. 

What You Will Be Asked to Do in the Research: I would like to learn more about the perception of efficacy of sustainability initiatives and education for sustainability in our college. I would like to learn about your perceptions and experiences with education for sustainability and sustainability initiatives across the college in in-person and online contexts. What is your sense of the efficacy of implementing sustainability initiatives, in and out of the classroom, managing classroom and non-classroom projects with sustainability components, participating in classroom or campus projects with sustainability components. I am also interested in learning more about your thoughts on efficacy related to education for sustainability in your teaching. 

         If you agree to participate in this study, you will participate in one, online interview with me on a secure Zoom platform. The interview is anticipated to take no more than 60 minutes. The interview questions will ask you about your background and experiences, and about your practices for sustainability and education for sustainability teaching/learning. If you agree to participate, your name will be entered into a draw for a $150 gift certificate as a token of my appreciation.
Risks and Discomforts: There are no foreseeable risks or discomforts from your participation in the research.
Benefits of the Research and Benefits to You: There are no direct benefits to you for participating in this study. The study’s findings will be used to improve sustainability policies, initiatives and curriculum on education for sustainability.

Voluntary Participation: Your participation in the study is completely voluntary and you may choose to stop participating at any time. 

Withdrawal from the Study: You are free to decline to answer any question(s) and are free to withdraw from the study anytime without explanation  by just terminating the interview, or after the interview, by letting me know by any means and until data aggregation is begun all information provided will be deleted. After data aggregation is begun it will not be possible to delete any information. Anyone who begins the interview and then withdraws will still be eligible for in the draw for a $150 Amazon gift card.

Confidentiality: You will not be identifiable in any reporting of the findings in relevant conferences or publications. Only non-identifiable pseudonyms will be used. All information you supply during the research will be held confidential and secure. Please note that I have asked for permission to name your college, and if received, others who are very familiar with your college may be able to identify you based on your comments. Only my Thesis Supervisor and I will have access to any of the data at any time. All data collected will be kept secure consistent with the Privacy Policies of the University of Toronto for one year after completion of my thesis and will then be fully destroyed.   

Questions about the Research?  If you have questions about the research in general or about your role in the study, please feel free to contact me, Rossie Kadiyska, by e-mail (kadiyska@mail.utoronto.ca) or by phone at  647 780-2782 or Dr. Katharine Janzen at katharine.janzen@utoronto.ca or by phone at 416  978-3234. If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, please contact the  Research Ethics Board at the University of Toronto at ethics.review@utoronto.ca or 416-946-3273,  or the Humber Research Ethics Board at Humber College/ITAL at reb@humber.ca.

If you are willing to participate in my study please review the Consent Form below and let me know by any means and we will negotiate a time for our Zoom meeting.  Before I begin the interview, I will review the information above, answer any questions you may have and then ask you to provide me with your verbal consent. 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM for online interviews by Zoom
Name: _____________________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Date: ______________________________________
Do you agree to participate in this study as described above?      YES ____             NO ____
Do you agree to have your interview audio/video recorded:     YES ____             NO ____
Would you like to receive the summary report of the findings:        YES ____             NO ____
Please keep a copy of this information for your records.
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